“Home interprets heaven.
Home is heaven for beginners.”
CHARLES H. PANKHURST
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[7] The riew kitchen overlooks the garden. [B] The original
kitchan was movecd durng the ranovations by Matt (Gibson.
[91 Anather view of the old kilchen. [10] Gibson upgraded
the walk-in wardrobe and master ensulte with feature Aghting
and iinoned doors Lo rellect rmalual lighl, [11] Benchilops in
the nesy kitchen were finished with bianco giola and finished
with zine splashbacks. [13] A view ol the old, enclosed
otairwdy, Which was oponcd up to galn natural light.

[13] Onie erpd of the kitchern was Wrned inte & breakizst
area that can also be used as'a home offica

LOCATION

Nestied among histaric bulldings in a small court off a
lree-lined stresl — desimed (o be one of Melbourmeg's
maost prized strips of real ostate  this two staroy

brick hotise was designed to flnction as ong large
residence, but dunng its construction in the 1830s it
was subdnided (down the middle) into two separate
addresses. This division compromised all rationahly in
the luor plan and resulted in such Impracticalities as a
rear courtyard which was inaccessinle from the ground
finor marze of servants’ quarers and an upper level
which sited a peky kitchen the maamurm distance away
fram the tormal lining and fiving rooms.

BRIEF

The clients, a 30-somielhing vouple wilh young childien,
brigfed architsct Matt Gibson to transform the dark,
coid, Introvaricd structure Into a well it and ventiiated
home that retained the formal living spaces at the
buliding s north-facing front but recantigured the pokiar
rooms at the south-facing rear. They reqgussted an
upgrade ol dll service arsas wilh 2 “cale-lesl” il-oul

of an opan-plan Kitchan that could function as both
breakfast mom and home offine. They alao wished

to work the under-used greund floor into.a “summer
Iving™ space —with a guest bedroom opening ocut to

a conservatory and Lhe rear courlyard —wlisch could
service Lhe needs and secure the privacy of visitors,
SOLUTION

At the rear of the building, where an external stair and
anclosed lancling space deprived the south-facing
kitchen'ot light, Gibson removed the staircase and filed
its void with a large French window hal was in keeping
with Lhe existing architecture’s French provincial
acathetic. The Intarnal staircase and ita surrounding
walls were also removed (replaced by a space-
maximising spiral staircase), thereby creating a family
fmendlyopen connection between a rumpus room and
the kitchen, The spiral stair alse credled whal Gibsun
calls a “feature transitional clement”™ between the familly
area upstalrs and the garden/guest quarners downstalrs.
He detallad the new open-plan kitchen/hreakiast/homs
office zone with banquette seating, new hardwood
floonng and a more atmospheric pelmet lighting.

Matt Gibson Architecture & Design, tel (03) 8504 B383.
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