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ONE SENSES THAT ARGHITECGT Marr Gibson is the kind of puy
who can be relied on o get the lust remaining skertick of wothpuste
from the end of the tbe. If this little honse in Melbourmne's inner
east 1s any evidence, then he is well versed at extracting the most out
of very lirtle. On a plot measuring just 5.5 metres by 20 metres, the
renovation and extension belies its right confines and seems ro expand
space in a manner that confounds the eye.

Matt has given the front of the house o lick of paint, an overall
tidy-up and has planted a row of Japanese maples to increase the street
appeal. But it is inside the front door that the magic really begins — and
it's not all done with mirrors. The entrance comprises a short hallway,
with 4 Tasmanian oak floor finished in a black-walnur brushed stain
that looks similar to g japanned [inish, This dark tloor anchors the
space, drawing the visitor's eve downwards and along to the end of
the hall. Here, a floor1o-ceiling pivoting door is made from timber cut
to the same width as the flvorboards, finished in the same stain ... an
elfective strategy that serves to visually extend the passage well beyond
its actual length.

When the pivot door is open, the view from the entrance carries
right to the back of the property - again visually expanding one's
perception of space. Matt has added a storage unit above the eye-line
in the hall, conscripting every available bit of space into service. This
commodious bulkhead also compresses the height between the original
part of the house and the new addition. The pivoting daor forms an
aperture that divides the traditional, compartmentalized older volume
from the more open extension, producing a sort of spatial exhalation
as one moves through. (A peep inside the two front bedrooms suggests
they have remuned largely unaltered, save for extensive joinery and
warm, incandescent lighting in the cupboard pelmets.)

The rear extension has been configured as an orthogonal insertion
set within a larger volume. If vou walk through the pivot door and tum
to the left, you find the kirchen embedded within a discrete pod tucked
into the corner of the volume — the pod is a services core that houses
the bathroom as well. This stratepy, essentially backing the kitchen and
bathroom against each other, serves to minimize any wasted space and
streamlines the plumbing progeam. The overall fecling is of a friendly,
vibrant brand of minimalism, reinforcing Matt’s edict of maximum
impact with little fuss. The front of the kitchen bench is furnished with
articulated mirrors and the short passage to the bathroom is also
mirrored to visually Jdouble the volume. A woven stainless steel wine
display is suspended from the eciling — a charming foeal point and
handy piece of storage. The panclled cabinetry in the kitchen hides
various appliances, reducing visual clutter.

The bathroom, demiled in warm, creamy stone, features a cantilevered

cabinet with concealed lighting washing over the floor, and more
mirrored detailing underneath and above the joinery, There is also a
long skylight angled inte the ceiling to bring narural light in during the
day and add a deeper visual distraction av night.

From the kitchen, the visitor steps down into the rear volume, home
to a4 banquette seat and fireplace. Matt had this room excavated from
the backyard of the onginal house 1o maximize its dimensions and
create an even flow from inside to out. The materials palette through
the house is restrained, and the living area echoes the warmth of the
stone in the hathroom. The architect has engineered an intriguing
cantilevered table that is actually mounted into the floor in the living
area. The table is constructed from a timber top with two tubular steel
legs that slide into two covered holes in the living area floor. This not
only enables the table to cantilever, reducing its contact with the floor,
bue it also dictates the location of the table and responds to how the
architect sees the space best used, Additionally, this ingenious table can
be removed from the slots in the living area and installed in two slots
in the backyard, adding flexibility where it might not have otherwise
existed ... and reminding us that Matt Gibson is a master at ex{racting
the best from tiny outdoor spaces.

The fireplace punctuates the banquette seat that runs from inside
the living area and continues out into the small backyard. Retractable,
tull-heighr sliding doors delineate the two spaces and expand the living
area when the weather is clement. Running parallel to the sliding doors
is o row of halogen downlights tinted in a soft pinkish yellow. The elient
s a fan of Philippe Starck and he liked the idea of a dinphanous white
metallic eurtain that could be drawn along the row, to billow with the
summer zephyrs (a theatrical touch reminiscent of the pizzazz of
the famous French designer). The banquette is uplit in the rear yard,
creating a dramatic demarcation to the rear, rendered brick wall, The
vard faces north and provides the perfect place for a cleansing ale and
convivial debrief of the day's happenings.

When you stand in the garden and look back into the living area, you
notice that the cube that houses the kitchen and bathroom actually
cantilevers into the room and forms a large, mounted bookshelf, Matt
defines and defies space with these cantilevers and by orchestrating
changes in floor and ceiling levels. He plays with geometric elements
that inject interest and intrigue, distracting the visitor'’s eve from the
limirations of the site.

Matt Gibson has achieved a lot in this house (even making space under
the kirchen floar for the client’s surthoards). A blend of floating objects,
surface continuities and material variations means the place looks larger
than it is. A thaumaturge capable of conjuring space from thin air, he
has pulled another rabbit out of his har. CHRISTOPHER MOORE

“The architect plays with geometric elements that inject interest and intrigue

PHEVIOUS PAGES, LEFT:

A pod housing the bathroom
and kilchen cantilevers into the
living space, RIGHT: Mirrored
surfaces jn the bathroom and
kitchen expand the compact
space. THESE PAGES, RIGHT:
The kitchen's clean lines
necommodate clever storage
spaces. FAR RIGHT: An angled
skylight and concealed lighling
add drama to the bathroom.
FOLLOWING PAGES, ABOVE:
Street facade. BELOW: Sliding
glass doors join the house with
the rear yard.

18 HOUSES

Entry
Bedroom
Kitchen
Laundry
Dining
Living
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Floor plan
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