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Bathroom elevations

EVER FANCIED an open-air shower amongst the foliage, nothing but
the stars above as the steam rises into the night sky? You might think
such an experience could only be found in a secluded island resort, but
Matt Gibson A+D has created just that in an inner-Melbourne terrace.
This house is not just a luxurious, groovy, masculine two-bed residence;
it is a lesson in extracting maximum impact from meagre dimensions.
Nowhere is the sleight of hand more apparent than in the bathroom.
This room is smoke and mirrors without the smoke. Accessed via the
main hall with a separate entrance from the adjoining bedroom, on first
inspection the bathroom seems quite large. It’s only when the visitor
realizes that the movement on the other side of the room is, in fact,
themselves that it becomes apparent that a large section of the walls
and joinery is mirrored. To complete this happy deception, what at first
appears to be simply a small outdoor courtyard turns out to be the
open-air shower as well. Warm lighting and dark, large-format wall and
floor tiles make this a particularly impressive space at night, one that
Matt calls “a rather delicious, sultry retreat”. The mood is unmistakably
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Asian, Even the showerhead was discovered by the architect on a
Thailand holiday. The kitchen is also a space-saver in this house, but
in a different way. It has been incorporated into the rear volume of
the house, with integrated appliances and a distinct horizontal quality
that is reiterated throughout the project. The kitchen benchtops have
been articulated to create an extended banquette, which continues into
the backyard and finishes at an inbuilt BBQ station. “The kitchen is
not designed as a kitchen in isolation but as an integrated living zone
within the house,” Matt explains. “A restricted range of sophisticated
vet timeless materials keep the kitchen uncluttered.” This is true of the
entire house and the overall effect is one of understated sophistication.

There is significant architectural daring employed throughout this
house, and the architect’s ability to create a great deal from not much is
best exemplified in the kitchen and bathroom. There is a temptation to
roll out a “TARDIS like” reference to Matt Gibson’s ability to distort
space visually, but that would be doing a disservice to his ability to
finish and detail with an eye to opulence. cm
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