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the lady revived
Tft Victorian tefface house is a common typology in Mclboume, Austalia.

',',,Sfted on a lonc, naffow lot in the Melbourne suburb of South Yarra, this

:dica 1930s iteration greets the public widr a covered, lacework-decorated

,,i:Font porch; a stained glass bay window; and a hallway tucked along the

iiiltrarty wall. Topped with a tena cotta tile roof, the one-story structure's
,l:t:rd€lailins incomorates elements of the Arts & Crafts and AIt Nouveau
:'l'::iiyt.r, li t it ai-inutiu" size "lends itselfnicely to a contemporary addition/

renovation:' says architect Matt Gibson. RAIA, principal of Melboume-
based Mati GibsonA+D.

And inai\ exactly what Gibson did. reusing most of the existing structure,

recycling and salvaging existing matedals, and deploying narunl and local

Foducts wherever possible to bring the house into the 21st century. '"The
project provides a case study for the feviralizing of inner-urban, small-plot
tenace houses on economic budgets and within sustainable meanq" he says.

The architect embmced many of the home's period elemenh, using
rhem to infom his design. He kept the detarls on the faEade and maintained

ihe size and layout of the two be&ooms in the front of the house, but he

The de.orative acework and sta ned glass bay
w ndow on the faqade ol this Tggos Victorian
Federation hybrid house bele its modern,
lght iiled interiors. F!ll hei9htfoldng doors
(iShi and opposiie) bring n lght and open up
ih€ hous€to a concfotetie and wood pato

noved the bathoom fron the rear and
extended the back to create an open

kirchenniving space. The bath now
occupies the niddle of rhe house and

has a better relationship 10 a light
facilitating interior courtyard.

Gibson orient€d rooms toward
lhe intedor and extedor courtyards
to encouaage natuml ventilation and
used vents to these outdoor areas to
promote airflow under the house.

lnterior surfaces are linished with
natural oi1s, natural wa{, and low-
VOC paints to promote clean jndoor

alr. Large sliding dooff and a central
pivot door create thermal zoning. and

extended eave linings provide sheltel
fron the sun. "Passive cooling and

breezeways enable supplementary air
conditioning to be used only on the

very hottest days." Gibson says.
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Project Talbot Residenco,

Melboum., Viclo.ia, Ausiralit
architect Nlatt cibson A+D,

general contractor:o Neilt &

project size: 1.098 squue rcct

fberoE)- 1,1?3 squ$ liet (after)

construction cost Ap$lxini .ly

Photography: .lohn mielrlel and
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The h gh ighf olthe large lv nq
space s a s€-poureo corcrere
banq!etie/benclr tlrat crosses lhe
threshold to become the outdoor

Thc home's inleriof is a contenpomry. let wam] mix of \alvrgcd
itens hnnber. brjcks, and mlno|s, lb. cxamllc lnd nrrukl lrodnct!.
suclr as lt(nre walls. sisal carpers, trcc bark blinds. and bamLroo shade
scfeens. "The kitchen bench top was pouled on lite usjng materjals
iioln the sile. concrcLe tiles ivere made loca11y. the floorboards ard
tumilirrc tirnbcr werc salvaged fiom a local lhctory in Richmond

lanoiher Melbourne subu$1, brickwork $as reused, and the brorzed
outdoor irirro. became a last-n\inure design decision to be rersed on
thc rc.i. fcDc.," hc c\!hins.

"I think the .ecyclmg Dotion in !his buildmg is a niorc hohiic
approach. as opposed !o a literalone ofjtems being rcclcled," he

adds. 'h's the rectcling behind the scenes thrt makcs thc builcling
cost cffectile and embodied energy effectiv.. ,.in.

super savrngs
Sa vage llnrber and other rcc amed b! ld ns
producis afe wodhy choices, bui archilecls

slrouldn t fofget ilre inir ns c va Lre oi reus ng

a buidlng s €xlst ng structure. Tlr s house

has its share ol recyc ed boards, bricks,
g ass, and otlrer materas, blt lt's the less

obvous recycing that provdes the bggesi
bang lorthe buck, says archtect N4att

'Recyc inq the buildings slpersirlciue

-inc!d ng is envelope and othef structura
eenrents- ed to an [approx mate savinss]
of $100,000, he says.

Becycing incdentas, on tlre otlrer hand,

reduced overallcosts by rolglr y $10,000
ro s20,000. ,11,r.
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The projects rich materal paleite is strateg c.
Thedark sateilles n the relocated bath provde
conirast ard var at on lor f xiures and ittings,
whie salvaged l!mberthrouqhoLt the house
ensures sooth ng continuity.
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